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Bible Questions Answered

Please help me to sort out
the elements of the moral
law, the civil laws, and the
ceremonial laws. Why do
we keep parts of the old Jewish laws and not others; for
example, the laws of unclean
meats?
This question deserves a
longer answer than we are
able to give in this column.
Perhaps in future columns
certain aspects can be expanded. The answer here
will be only cursory.
Let us think first of the
moral law. The moral law is
a transcript of God's character. God's realm is ruled by
laws that are in harmony
with His character. Since
God is eternal. this law also
is eternal.
This law was in existence
before the Ten Commandments were spoken from
Mount Sinai. All the patriarchs were subject to this
law (see Gen. 26:5).
The Ten Commandments
are the principles of the
moral law "arranged and
expressed to meet man in
his fallen condition" (see
Selected Messages, book 1,
p. 230).
The moral law also "governs angels" (ibid., p. 220).
For angels it would be expressed differently than for
human beings.
The moral law formed

By DON F. NEUFELD

the basis of the Israelite
economy when that economy was established shortly
after the exodus from Egypt.
The Ten Commandments
were written presumably
then for the first time. They
were the principles of the
moral law expressed in a
manner to show the Israelites what it meant for them
to keep the moral law. Because the Israelites were a
pastoral and agricultural
people, the commandments were related to them.
On the Sabbath day, oxen,
asses, male and female
servants, were to rest. A
man was not to covet his
neighbor's ox or his asses
or servants. In an age when
idolatry was rampant, the
people were reminded not
to make any graven images.
Thus the Ten Commandments were the principles
of the moral law summarized and adapted for man.
If these principles had been
expressed for angels they
doubtless would have been
expressed differently, Since
angels neither marry nor
are given in marriage (see
Matt. 22:30), for them it
would not have been necessary to express the seventh
commandment.
The Israelite economy
was a theocracy. There had
to be civil laws. These laws

were based on the moral
law. They defined one's
relationship to his neighbor
and expressed the penalties
for various infractions. As
civil laws, they ceased
when the Israelites lost selfgovernment. But since
these laws were based on
the moral law many of them
would still be obeyed even
after the self-government
collapsed. For example, no
one would say that, since
the civil laws were no longer
binding, one would not
have to keep, say, the following statute: "Thou shalt
not curse the deaf , nor put a
stumblingblock before the
blind" (Lev. 19:14).
The ceremonial law had
to do with sacrifices, the
tabernacle or temple ritual,
and the festivals. This is
perhaps the easiest law to
understand as a temporary
law, to be in force until the
Messiah should come.
The health laws are complex. Some were built on
ritual defilements; for example, the laws of uncleanness. These required certain prescribed cleansings,
including sacrifices to be
brought to the temple.
These laws passed away
with the ceremonial law,
yet even some of these laws
of uncleanness might have
had a hygienic base. To the

extent they did, the principles might still be in force.
If it could be shown that
the law of clean and unclean
meats was based simply on
ceremonial cleanness or
uncleanness, then this law
too would have passed
away with the ceremonial
system. But since, as is believed by many, the unclean
animals are declared to be
unclean for scientific reasons, that is, they are not
safe as food, the prohibition
is as valid today as when uttered. The prohibition
"thou shalt not seethe a kid
in his mother's milk" (Ex.
23:19) probably was given
not for scientific reasons
but because a pagan ritual
seems to have required
such a combination. Since
we are far removed from
any such pagan influence,
it is not likely that God
would impose such a restriction today.
It is an oversimplification
to state that there were only
two laws—the moral and
the ceremonial—and then
to add, the moral is still
binding and the ceremonial
has passed away. The questioner is right when he implies that further sorting is
necessary.
[Send questions for this column to the Editor, Review and
Herald.]

Letters continued from page 3
provide them with 100 churches,
each holding about 100 people?
Or, perhaps more important,
finance several evangelistic campaigns such as the one featured
in the cover story?
Does anyone realize that in
many parts of the world the only
music is the human voice?
Are there carpets on the
floors while their brethren elsewhere have earth under their
feet? Are there plush tip-up seats
while their brethren elsewhere
have bamboo poles to sit on?
Are there stained-glass windows
while their brethren in Kisumu
have open sky? (Not to mention
the roof.)
We are in business for souls,
for hastening the Lord's return

by spreading the good news of
salvation. I doubt whether an expensive organ could contribute
much to these. Or am I judging?
K. A. W. LETHBRIDGE
Doncaster, S. Yorks., England
Changing Music Tastes

Re recent articles on music:
"Rock Unmasked" (Dec. 12,
1975), and "Music—Its Farreaching Effects" (Feb. 12, 19,
26, 1976). When I became a
Christian, Christian brethren
showed me the error of rock. To
replace rock I started listening to
country and Western music. You
see, I had been taught little about
music. It took some time before I
began to realize my error.

My next interest was classical
music. I have always enjoyed
classical music but it had been
overshadowed by other types.
After I became entrenched in
classical music I soon discovered that I could make mistakes
here also. I found that there are
certain kinds of classical music
that I could get lost in, or "high"
on, as totally as rock!
How careful we need to be!
How receptive to God's leading
we must become! We need instruction on music, not merely
rhetorical criticism of rock and
the accompanying counterculture. I thank the Lord that He is
slowly showing me daily what
kinds of music (primarily classical) to which I may safely lis-

ten. I am gaining a great appreciation for some of the grand old
hymns, even some of the more
"sentimental" ones.
LARRY V. BUNNELL
Monmouth, Oregon
The Bible Only

I greatly appreciated Robert H.
Pierson's March 11 "Heart to
Heart" reaffirmation of our historic position that the Bible is
the Adventist's creed—especially
since there have been times when
I was tempted to wonder whether
the interpretations of certain
brethren were not being set forth
as the basis of our faith.
LAWRENCE T. GERATY
Berrien Springs, Michigan
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